A NOTE TO PARENTS REGARDING

PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM AND

ASSESSMENT

It is that time of year at Wee Wuns when the teachers are busily getting ready for parent -teacher conferences. Throughout the year we have been busy working with and observing the children as well as documenting their progress. As teachers, our knowledge of each child helps us to plan an appropriately challenging curriculum and to tailor instruction that responds to each child’s strengths and needs.

“Definition of Assessment of Child Progress:
Assessment is the process of observing, recording, and otherwise documenting what children do and how they do it as a basis for a variety of educational decisions that affect the child . . .

Assessment is integral to curriculum and instruction. In early childhood education programs the various assessment procedures that are used serve several purposes: (a) to plan instruction for individuals and groups, (b) to communicate with families, (c) to identify children who may be in need of specialized services or intervention, and (d) to inform program development.” (p. 11,  NAEYC Assessment of Child Progress, 2005)
We felt it would be helpful for you as parents to see the Assessment Tool that we have chosen to use this year in advance of conferences. The Wee Wuns teachers have developed this tool, which is based on The Creative Curriculum Child Development and Learning Checklist, and modified to fit the Mass. Dept. of Early Education and Care (DEEC) standards as well as our own program goals and objectives. Please remember that this is a developmental scale and that these are goals for eventual Kindergarten readiness. Mastery is not expected for 3- and 4-year olds.

We hope you find this information helpful and informative and look forward to meeting with you at our Parent Teacher Conferences in March.

Please sign up on the Nursery School Bulletin Board for a conference date and time.

Sincerely,

Your Wee Wuns Staff

YMCA Center for Child Development – Greendale

WEE WUNS NURSERY SCHOOL

Social-Emotional Development

Self Esteem: 

1 Sense of self

2 Sense of pride in heritage/family

3 Demonstrates confidence in growing abilities

4 Demonstrates increasing independence 

5.Stands up for rights 

Positive Attitude:

6 Demonstrates trust in adults

       Can ask for help

      Acts on teacher’s suggestions

7 Shows ability to separate from parents 

8 Demonstrates an interest in a wide

   range of activities at free play

       Can make choices at free play time

      Can follow through

      Interest areas: gross motor

      Manipulative

      Creative/fine motor

      Books

      Is willing to try new activities/experiences

9 Participates in routine activities easily

       Joins without protest or delay

      Able to meet expectations

      Attentive

       Respectful of others turns

      Able to follow 

Cooperative, Pro-Social Behavior

10 Seeks out adults

  .   Seeks out children 

   .  Observes others

    ..Plays alone/Plays with others

      parallel play/cooperative play

      Has made some special friends

11 Understands and respects differences 

12 Accepts responsibility for maintaining 

     classroom environment/Puts materials 

     back in proper places/Helps at clean-up time

13 Helps others in need

14  Shares materials? friends? adults?

         Respects the rights of others

15 Works cooperatively at completing a task

16 Uses compromise & discussion to resolve 

conflicts

Cognitive Development

Learning and Problem Solving Skills


17. Shows curiosity

18. Uses planning in approaching a task or activity and desire to learn 

19 Observes and makes discoveries

20 Finds more than one solution to a problem

21 Applies information or experience to a new

     context

22 Shows creativity and imagination 

23 Shows persistence in approaching tasks 

Logical Thinking Skills

24 Classifies objects by physical features 

25 Recognizes objects that belong together

    conceptually (rather than by resemblance)

26 Recalls the sequence of events 

27 Arranges things in a series 

28 Recognizes patterns and can repeat them 

29 Shows awareness of cause-effect relationships  

Concepts and Information

30 Shows an awareness of time concepts 

31 Identifies by name a wide range of objects & 

    events 

32 Makes comparisons 

33Uses words to describe the characteristics of 

    objects  (ex. size, color, etc.)

34 Shows awareness of the roles people play in 

     society 

35 Shows understanding of relationships of 

      different objects in space 

36 Identifies and labels several diff. shapes

37 Shows an interest in quantity & number

     Able to count/able to use 1:1 correspondence

Make Believe Play

38 Makes believe with objects  

39 Takes on a pretend role  

40 Makes believe about situations 

Language and Emerging Literacy Skills

41 Recalls words in a song or finger play

42 Understands and follows oral directions  

43 Uses words to communicate ideas and feelings 

   Able to enunciate clearly

   Speaks in sentences

44 Talks with other children during daily activities

    Participates as an equal partner in conversations

45 Participates in group discussions 

    Answers questions /Asks questions

46 Shows enjoyment of books and stories  

47Tells a story in sequence, following the pictures 

     in a book 

48 Demonstrates knowledge of how to use a book  

49 Demonstrates phonological awareness 

50 Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet

51 Composes a story, letter, or song 

52 Makes increasingly representational

    drawings 

53 Demonstrates interest in using writing for a purpose / Writes letters/words

Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills

54 Walks up and down stairs using alternate feet

55 Climbs up and down equipment without falling 

56 Throws an object in the intended direction 

57 Catches a ball or bean bag.  Arms to 

       chest/Hands to chest/Hands alone 

58 Runs with control over speed and direction 

59 Jumps off low surfaces and over objects

      without falling  Broad jumps 

60 Rides and steers a tricycle 

61 Shows balance in use of large muscles

62 Hops 2 feet_/Hops on 1 foot Gallops/Skips /

63 Participates in swim activities 

Fine Motor Skills     (dominant hand) 

64 Coordinates eye and hand movements

     Uses scissors effectively /Uses plastic utensils 

65 Uses writing and drawing tools with control 

      and intention

Personal Health and Safety
66 Performs some self care tasks independently

67 Follows basic health and safety rules

68 Knows name/address/phone #/ parents’ names

	NOTES: Questions or Concerns for discussion at Parent–Teacher Conference time.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


