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More detail for specific datasets is available by using custom reports

General Notes:

Notes on Population data

Population data are used as the denominators for all rates in MassCHIP except for Infant Deaths and Early Intervention clients which use the Births file as the denominator. The population data used for a given rate depends on the year of the numerator: 
MISER Estimates for 1991-1998 
MDPH Preliminary Estimates for 1999 
MDPH Preliminary Estimates of 2000 for 2000 and later years (any stratification that includes Race/Hispanic ethnicity) 
Census Counts of 2000 for 2000 and later years (any stratification that does not include Race/Hispanic ethnicity) 

Population data may also be present in this report as Counts and Percentages. These data are Census counts for 2000 or DPH Preliminary Estimates for 2000 (by Race/Hispanic ethnicity). Any population data that have more detail than geography, age, sex and or Race/Hispanic ethnicity are from the selected sample data for 2000 from the U.S. Census Bureau Summary File 3 (SF3). 

Limitations of Small Numbers

Cells in some tables in MassCHIP reports, and particularly those specific to individual cities and towns, contain small numbers. In general, rates and proportions based upon less than five observations are suppressed (specific protocols differ by data sets and are noted on the relevant reports). Whether or not the small numbers are suppressed, rates and trends based upon small numbers should be interpreted cautiously. 

Note on NA

MassCHIP marks cells with the tag "NA" if one or more of the following is true: 

· The data are suppressed for confidentiality reasons. See report-specific notes for Suppression Rules specific to the data sets used in this Standard Report. 

· The particular combination of data element, selector value and statistical calculation is not available. 

· The population on which a particular cell is based is too small to calculate reliable results. 

Differences with Previously Published Data

Numbers and rates in MassCHIP reports may differ slightly from those contained in previous reports or other publications. These differences may be due to file updates; slight variations in coding schemes used in categorizing the data; differences in the formulas used in calculating rates; and the re-calculating of rates using updates of population estimates from the Massachusetts Institute for Social and Economic Research (MISER). 

Note on Time Period

Counts for most data sets are cumulative for the given Calendar or Fiscal year. Children in Foster Care (DSS), WIC, Child Care Services (OCCS) and Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) data sets give point in time 'snapshot' counts. These are counts taken at a specified point during the year. 

See last page for additional informational report-specific notes. 

Total Births to Women Ages 15-44 by Race/Hispanic Ethnicity:  Worcester
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	 Area 
3-Year Count 
	 Area 
Fertility Rate(a) 
	 State 
Fertility Rate(a) 

	White Non-Hispanic
	 4,304
	 49.8
	 51.3

	Black Non-Hispanic
	 861
	 98.6
	 68.9

	Hispanic
	 1,745
	 84.0
	 82.0

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	 596
	 87.3
	 68.4


The Counts and Fertility Rates are 3 year aggregates 

  See Notes on Population Data 
Infant Mortality by Race/Hispanic Ethnicity:  Worcester

	
	 Area 
3-Year Count 
	 Area 
IMR(b) 
	 State 
IMR(b) 

	White Non-Hispanic
	 27
	 6.3
	 4.0

	Black Non-Hispanic
	 23
	 26.6
	 12.2

	Hispanic
	 13
	 7.4
	 6.5

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	 6
	 10.1
	 3.4


The Counts and Infant Mortality Rates are 3 year aggregates 

  2000-2002 Births (Vital Records) 

  2000-2002 Infant Deaths (Vital Records) 
Perinatal Characteristics by Race/Hispanic Ethnicity:  Worcester

	
	 Area 
3-Year Count 
	 Area 
Percent 
	 State 
Percent 

	Low birth weight (less than 2500 grams/5.5 lbs.)

	White Non-Hispanic
	 318
	 7.4
	 6.6

	Black Non-Hispanic
	 94
	 10.9
	 11.9

	Hispanic
	 171
	 9.8
	 8.2

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	 45
	 7.5
	 7.5

	Very low birth weight (less than 1500 grams/3.3 lbs.)

	White Non-Hispanic
	 57
	 1.3
	 1.2

	Black Non-Hispanic
	 31
	 3.6
	 3.2

	Hispanic
	 40
	 2.3
	 1.6

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	 7
	 1.2
	 1.2

	Parity: 3 or more children

	White Non-Hispanic
	 904
	 21.0
	 20.5

	Black Non-Hispanic
	 212
	 24.5
	 30.0

	Hispanic
	 517
	 29.5
	 28.7

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	 100
	 16.8
	 14.5

	Mother breastfeeding at discharge or planning to

	White Non-Hispanic
	 3,039
	 70.7
	 74.1

	Black Non-Hispanic
	 720
	 83.6
	 75.4

	Hispanic
	 1,414
	 80.7
	 78.2

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	 389
	 65.2
	 79.0

	Mother Non-US born

	White Non-Hispanic
	 524
	 12.2
	 9.5

	Black Non-Hispanic
	 587
	 68.0
	 44.7

	Hispanic
	 559
	 31.9
	 45.0

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	 574
	 96.2
	 91.0

	Cigarette smoking by mother during pregnancy

	White Non-Hispanic
	 627
	 14.6
	 9.9

	Black Non-Hispanic
	 40
	 4.6
	 8.1

	Hispanic
	 106
	 6.1
	 7.3

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	 NA
	 NA
	 1.4


The Counts and Percents are 3 year aggregates. 
Percents are out of total births for given range of years, within race/Hispanic ethnicity categories Non-US Born: Not Born in the 50 states, District of Columbia, Puerto Rico or in any U.S. territories 

  2000-2002 Births (Vital Records) 


Birth and Perinatal notes

a. Fertility rate is the number of births to women ages 15-44 per 1,000 women ages 15-44. 

b. The Infant Mortality Rate, or IMR, is defined as follows:  [the number of infant deaths (less than 1 year) during the data year divided by the number of live births occurring in the same year ] X 1,000 

Suppression Rules:

· Counts and related calculations of 1 - 4 Births are suppressed 

· Calculations of infant mortality rate (IMR) when denominator is less than 500 at town level are suppressed 



For Information or Assistance, contact

MassCHIP
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
2 Boylston Street
Boston, MA 02116
Voice:  In MA:   (888) MAS-CHIP
          Outside MA:   (617) 988-3396
E-mail: masschip.support@state.ma.us


