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PUBLIC HEALTH

MassCHIP
Kids Count Profile 



for Worcester

The Kids Count Standard Report provides information on the health and sociodemographic status of Massachusetts children and youth. The report is based on KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, which is a national and state-by-state effort to track the status of children in the United States. Due to differences in the availability of Massachusetts data at the city/town level, the data elements included in the Kids Count MassCHIP Standard Report do not precisely match those in the KIDS COUNT Data Books published by the Casey Foundation. 

	




More detail for specific datasets is available by using Custom Reports

General Notes:

Notes on Population data

Population data are used as the denominators for all rates in MassCHIP except for Infant Deaths and Early Intervention clients which use the Births file as the denominator. The population data used for a given rate depends on the year of the numerator: 
MISER Estimates for 1991-1998 
MDPH Preliminary Estimates for 1999 
MDPH Preliminary Estimates for 2000 (any stratification that includes Race/Hispanic ethnicity) 
Census Counts for 2000 (any stratification that does not include Race/Hispanic ethnicity) 

Population data may also be present in this report as Counts and Percentages. These data are Census counts for 2000 or DPH Preliminary Estimates for 2000 (by Race/Hispanic ethnicity). Any population data that have more detail than geography, age, sex and or Race/Hispanic ethnicity are from the selected sample data for 2000 from the U.S. Census Bureau Summary File 3 (SF3). 

Limitations of Small Numbers

Cells in some tables in MassCHIP reports, and particularly those specific to individual cities and towns, contain small numbers. In general, rates and proportions based upon less than five observations are suppressed (specific protocols differ by data sets and are noted on the relevant reports). Whether or not the small numbers are suppressed, rates and trends based upon small numbers should be interpreted cautiously. 

Note on NA

MassCHIP marks cells with the tag "NA" if one or more of the following is true: 

· The data are suppressed for confidentiality reasons. See report-specific notes for Suppression Rules specific to the data sets used in this Standard Report. 

· The particular combination of data element, selector value and statistical calculation is not available. 

· The population on which a particular cell is based is too small to calculate reliable results. 

Differences with Previously Published Data

Numbers and rates in MassCHIP reports may differ slightly from those contained in previous reports or other publications. These differences may be due to file updates; slight variations in coding schemes used in categorizing the data; differences in the formulas used in calculating rates; and the re-calculating of rates using updates of population estimates from the Massachusetts Institute for Social and Economic Research (MISER). 

Note on Time Period

Counts for most data sets are cumulative for the given Calendar or Fiscal year. Children in Foster Care (DSS), WIC, Child Care Services (OCCS) and Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) data sets give point in time 'snapshot' counts. These are counts taken at a specified point during the year. 

See last page for additional informational report-specific notes. 



Demographic Indicators:   Worcester
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	  Area   
  Count   
	  Area   
  Percent   
	  State   
  Percent   

	Persons age < 20   
	  48,146
	27.9
	26.4

	Persons age < 18   
	  40,727
	23.6
	23.6

	Persons age < 6   
	  13,408
	7.8
	7.6

	White alone, non-Hispanic persons < 18   
	  22,333
	18.3
	21.7

	Black alone, non-Hispanic persons < 18   
	  3,504
	32.6
	30.7

	Hispanic persons < 18   
	  10,519
	40.2
	36.8

	Asian/Pacific Islander alone, non-Hispanic persons < 18   
	  2,486
	29.7
	24.9

	American Indian alone, non-Hispanic persons < 18   
	  176
	32.0
	27.7

	Other alone, non-Hispanic persons < 18   
	  252
	30.6
	28.9

	2 or more races, non-Hispanic persons < 18   
	  1,457
	38.7
	37.0


In Census 2000, unlike previous censuses, respondents were able to classify themselves by one or more races
Percentage denominator is persons of all ages (of a given race/ethnic category where mentioned). 
  2000 Census 2000 Summary File 1 (Massachusetts)/prepared by the U.S. Census Bureau, 2001 


Economic Indicators:   Worcester
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	  Area   
  Count   
	  Area   
  Rate or Percent   
	  State   
  Rate or Percent   

	Per capita income   
	  
	$18,614
	$25,952

	Persons age less than 18 and living in poverty (less than 100% poverty level)   
	  10,062
	25.1
	12.0

	Unemployed persons age 16 and over   
	  5,509
	6.6
	5.3


Denominator for persons age less than 18 and living in poverty is all persons age less than 18.   Unemployment Rate denominator is all employed persons age 16 and over. 
  Census 2000 Summary File 3 (Sample data prepared by the U.S. Census Bureau) 

  Census 2000 Summary File 3 (Sample data prepared by the U.S. Census Bureau) by age 

  2002 Employment and Training (DET) 


Prenatal, Birth and Infant Death Indicators:  Worcester
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	  Area   
  Count   
	  Area   
  Percent   
	  State   
  Count or Percent   

	Total births   
	  2,617
	  
	n= 80,624

	        Births to White, non-Hispanic women   
	  1,439
	55.0
	72.1

	        Births to Black, non-Hispanic women   
	  307
	11.7
	7.4

	        Births to Hispanic women   
	  583
	22.3
	11.8

	        Births to Asian/Pacific Islander women   
	  231
	8.8
	6.6

	        Low birthweight (less than 2,500 grams)   
	  197
	7.5
	7.5

	        Adequate prenatal care (a)   
	  2,019
	77.6
	84.7

	        Births to women age less than 18   
	  81
	3.1
	2.0

	
	  Area   
  Count   
	  Area Infant   
  Mortality Rate   
	  State Infant   
  Mortality Rate   

	Infant deaths age less than 1   
	  23
	8.8
	4.9


Infant Mortality Rates (IMR) are expressed per 1,000 live births in the same Data Year. 
  2002 Births (Vital Records) 

  2002 Infant Deaths (Vital Records) 


Morbidity and Mortality Indicators:   Worcester
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	  Area   
  Count   
	  Area   
  Rate   
	  State   
  Rate   

	Immediate risk of lead poisoning (blood lead levels 
20-24 µg/dL in children ages 6 mos - 5 yrs)   
	  7
	1.0
	0.7

	Lead poisoning cases (blood lead levels >=25 µg/dL 
in children ages 6 mos - 5 yrs)   
	  1
	0.1
	0.6

	
	  Area   
  Count   
	  Area Age  
  Specific Rate (b)   
	  State Age  
  Specific Rate (b)   

	Total deaths, age less than 20   
	  35
	72.7
	43.9

	      Injury-related deaths, age less than 20   
	  6
	12.5
	10.7


Lead poisoning rates are expressed per 1,000 children screened.   Age-specific rates are expressed per 100,000 persons in the specific age group. 
  See Notes on Population Data 
  2002 Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (CLPPP) - fiscal year 

  2002 Mortality (Vital Records) ICD-10 based 


Education Indicators:   Worcester
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	  Area   
  Count   
	  Area   
  Percent   
	  State   
  Count or Percent   

	Enrollment in public and private schools (c)  
	  30,825
	 
	n= 1,098,210

	     Enrollment in public schools   
	  27,225
	88.3
	88.6

	     Enrollment in private schools (c)  
	  3,600
	11.7
	11.4

	Public education expenditures per student (d)  
	  
	 $7,718
	$7,874


  2001 Department of Education (DOE), Expenditures per student - School Year 

  2002 Department of Education (DOE), Enrollment in public & private schools - School Year 


Selected Support Services Indicators:   Worcester
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	  Area   
  Count   
	  
	  State   
  Count   

	WIC child participants (active caseload)   
	  3,133
	  
	68,931

	WIC infant participants (active caseload)   
	  1,360
	  
	27,642

	Early Intervention participants (active caseload)   
	  1,028
	  
	28,151

	Children Allegedly Abused/Neglected (unduplicated count of children)(e)  
	  2,830
	  
	69,429

	Children Allegedly Abused/Neglected (duplicated count of children)(e)  
	  4,100
	  
	102,777

	Children with Verified Investigations of Abuse/Neglect (duplicated count of children)(e)  
	  1,066
	  
	29,555

	Children with Investigations of Abuse/Neglect (duplicated count of children)(e)  
	  1,878
	  
	58,368

	TAFDC recipients (f)  
	  2,639
	  
	46,225

	Licensed child care slots (g)  
	  5,594
	  
	226,200

	
	  Area   
  Count   
	  Area   
  Percent   
	  State   
  Count or Percent   

	Children in foster care   
	  377
	  
	n= 7,034

	        Infants ages less than 1   
	  11
	2.9
	4.8

	        Children ages 1-12   
	  259
	68.7
	62.9

	        Teenagers ages 13-17   
	  107
	28.4
	32.3


  1997 Department of Social Services (DSS), Child Abuse/Neglect 

  2002 Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA), TAFDC recipients 

  2002 Early Intervention (EI) program utilization - calendar year 

  2003 Department of Social Services (DSS), Children in foster care 

  2003 Office of Child Care Services (OCCS), Licensed child care slots 

  2003 WIC program utilization (June Participation) 


Kids Count Report Notes

a. The Adequacy of Prenatal Care Utilization (APNCU) Index attempts to characterize prenatal care (PNC) utilization on two independent and distinctive dimensions - namely adequacy of initiation of PNC and adequacy of received services (once PNC has begun). The index uses information readily available on U.S. birth certificates (month of initial PNC visit, number of visits, and gestational age). This index does not assess quality of the prenatal care that is delivered, only its utilization. 

This classification is adjusted for gestational age to allow for proper classification of premature births. 

b. Age-specific rate:
A rate for a specific age group. The numerator and denominator refer to the same age group. Age-specific rates are expressed per 100,000 persons in the specific age group. Denominators use 1990 Census counts and MISER population estimates. 

c. Private school enrollment data are reported to the Department of Education on a voluntary basis by the private schools and may not include every private school enrollee in Massachusetts. 

d. Equal to expenditures for public school programs (all grades and ungraded) for the specified school year divided by the average number of enrolled students. 

e. Reported cases of child abuse/neglect (The term "abuse" refers to physical, emotional, or sexual abuse or neglect, including congenital drug addiction and failure to thrive) 

· Children allegedly abused/neglected (unduplicated count of children):  A child is counted only once regardless of how many times he/she was reported during the year. 

· Children Allegedly Abused/Neglected (duplicated count of children):  A child is counted each time he/she was reported during the year. 

· Children with Verified Investigations of Abuse/Neglect (duplicated count of children):  A child is counted each time he/she was the subject of an investigation that resulted in the substantiation of a report of child abuse/neglect in the specified data year. 

· Children with Investigations of Abuse/Neglect (duplicated count of children):   A child is counted each time he/she was the subject of an investigation of child abuse/neglect (whether or not the report was substantiated) in the specified data year. 

f. Individual recipients of Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children (TAFDC) from the Department of Transitional Assistance. 

g. Child care slots in group day care, family day care and school age center child care sites licensed by the Massachusetts Office for Child Care Services (OCCS). 

A child is counted each time he/she was reported during the year. The term "abuse" refers to physical, emotional, or sexual abuse or neglect, including congenital drug addiction and failure to thrive. Data are reported as a cumulative count on a calendar year basis. 

Suppression Rules:

· Counts and related calculations of 1 - 4 [Births, WIC participants] are suppressed 

· Counts and related calculations of 1 - 9 [Children in Foster care, Children allegedly abused, Reports of abuse, Verified investigations of abuse ] are suppressed 

· Calculations of infant mortality rate (IMR) when denominator is less than 500 are suppressed 



For Information or Assistance, contact

MassCHIP
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
2 Boylston Street
Boston, MA 02116
Voice:  In MA:   (888) MAS-CHIP
          Outside MA:   (617) 988-3396
E-mail: masschip.support@state.ma.us


